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Torthe first time since its establishment in 1909, the I%%aiian hd3LdS 
National Yildlife Refuge, w?Cch extends for 1,500 nautical miles northwest from 
Honolulu, now has a satisfactory systts of supervision , accor:X.rg; to an annoUllC0- 
ment mode toda;~ by Secre+tir of tie Interior Oscar L, CheqEen. 

This hCas been achieved throu# an agresment entered into by the Territorial 
Board of Commissioners of Agriculture and &restrJ and the Fish and Wildlife Serv- 
ice Gic;l provides for the joint a.&Gnistration and supetision of this island 
group to safeguard its distinctive bird and animal life. 

Under this agreement the Territorial 3oard is authorized to superimpose refuge 
status on the i&and group under 8Territorial regulations, issue permits for entry 
a.& economic uses, post the are a with Yish pad ldiidlife Service bourrlary Amar"xers, 
anC make such wilcllife surveys as personnel a.nC opportclnities will allow. Conse- 
vation officers, as desipted by the Roard, will be ap--ointed <as deputy gome 
management agents to e&nforce t;:le Federal laws and rek&lations. The Z'ish and Vil& 
life Service will continue to issue permits for the t&ing of specimens for scie- 
tific purposes, based on Board recommendations, 

The refuge area consists of uninhabited lava islands or coral reefs, 
Included are a number of famous bird-nest&z rocks and islands, ~rticularly Laysan 
Islam? on which the L,aysan teal and Laysan finch continue to survive althou& the 
flightless rzil, the miller bird, and honey creeper have &come e;;tinct. These 
islan?.s protect the largest nesting colonies of albatross in the Korthern Hemisu' 
phere, 

The Executive order of President Theoc'iore Roosevelt, which established. this 
refuge on Z'ebruary 3, 1909, included about a ,dozen isl~&.s or reefs extending 
northwest nearly to Kidway. Layszn Islard, largest in the grou-g, contains 2SS 
acres. It is a coral atoll measuriq about 3 by l$ miles, with the hi!$est point 
being only 50 feet above sea level. L%e center of the islnru! is occupied by a 
lagoon, the former habitat of the flightless Laysan rail, The Laysan teal is still 
represented by about 30 bids, while the L,aysan finch has increased considerably. 

In1902, the bird population on Laysan was estimate& to be beWeen 7 anil 10 
million, By 1911, throw the apFLallinc destruction of these bitis for plumes, the 
population was Auced to only about one million birds. &any of the 23 species 
known to the island were further reduced in numbers when rabbits destroyed most of 
the vegetation. The eradication of these rabbits, liberated in 1903, wcas under- 
t&en in 1923 and apparently was successful, 



The native Hawaiian seal is found only in the refuge area and was at one time 
considered nearly extinct. Toe present population numbers more than 100 on Laysan 
Island with considerably lesser n\nnbers on the other islands of the refuge. 

Several important ornithological expeditions have been made to these islands. 
Scientists of the former Bureau of Piological Survey visited Laysan in 1902 to make 
observations on the habits of the birds found there, ale first comprehensive 
study, however, was made in 1914 under the joint auspices of the Bureau of Biolo#- 
cal Survey and the University of Iowa, This was followed by the investigations of 
Dr. Alexander Wetxnore in 1923 and the Whitney South Sea Expedit.ion of the American 
Museum of Natu.ral History in 1936* 

In 1951, the George Vanderbilt Pacific EQuatorial Expedition visited Laysan 
Island and obtained population counts. A representative of the Hawaiian Board of 
Commissioners of Agriculture a.nJ Forestry accompanied this expedition. The success 
of this survey indicated the desira.bility of continuing these studies at regular 
intervals as a necessary measure for protecting the birds within this isolated and 
widespread archipelago, 
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